Below is a devotion done by LCMS on the hymn, ’'m But A Stranger Here (LSB 748). Wnjoy

mhere is something about seasons, isn’t there? You may be reading this in a southern climate that doesn’t change

much, but if you’ve ever been up north, you know what I’m talking about. There is nothing like a good thunderstorm
and soaking rain. The buildup of clouds on the horizon is an awesome sight. A large dump of snow blankets
everything with white and is followed by calmness after the storm. The glistening of each individually created
snowflake in the sunshine is a joy to behold. Dec 21st, the shortest day of the year, is my favorite, because it means
warmer and sunnier days are ahead. Watching new life come from the earth and animals in spring is like that first big
breath in the morning. It is so uplifting and refreshing. There is nothing like the change of seasons.

In this hymn, we sing about tempests raging. When you look at the world around you, you see God’s handiwork in
all of creation, even in the most desolate places. When storms come, they can cause much damage and people may
even die. That kind of tempest can be extremely scary.

But when it comes to tempests, think about your own life. Think about the brokenness in your own relationships
with others and with God. The wintry blast can be that cold shoulder from someone we thought was on our side but
has turned against us. But have we been better ourselves, especially in the way we honor God? Every time we do
something bad or leave something undone, we rage against Him with our sin. This is exactly what Adam and Eve
did. God the Father walked with them in the garden. They had the perfect relationship with Him! They were in His
presence daily and had everything they would ever need. But they still rebelled. They thought they knew better.

Creation groans. Storms destroy. Death has come and continues to take lives. But like the change of seasons, this

life will “soon be overpast.” Just like death seemingly destroyed Jesus, His time in the grave was quickly over when
He rose triumphant on Easter.

St. John calls us to keep all things in perspective (John 12:25). We can certainly enjoy this life and God’s creation.
But if we live in a way that tries to make life perfect, pouring all of our resources into it like an idol, we ignore the
harsh truth that everything in this world will pass away. Everything will be gone the collectibles, the bank account,
the perfect yard and home...all of it.

What doesn’t pass away? The Word of the Lord. God comforts us that His Word endures forever (Is. 40:8), so His
promises to you will never fade away. In dying and rising with Christ, we have this unchanging promise of eternal
life. We will be given new bodies, bodies just like that of Jesus when He rose from death. We will live in a2 new
heaven and a new earth. We will again walk with God and we will see Him face to face.

So what do we do today? We can thank God for the life He gives us. We take refuge, no matter our circumstances,
in the sure and certain hope that Christ has redeemed us. Indeed, He has redeemed all of creation, and has promised
us a heavenly home with Him.

Prayer

%eavenly Father, I thank You for each day you have given me in this life. Thank You for the blessing of living in

and enjoying Your creation. Thank You for the privilege to serve You and others in many different ways. Help me not
to become so attached to this life that I forget where my blessings have come from and where I am going because of
Jesus. Thank You for the gift of eternal life in the place You have prepared for me to be with you into eternity. In
Jesus’ name. Amen
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Bethany Lutheran Church

525 South 6t St
Lake City MN 55041

www.bethanylutheranlakecity.com

Worship
9am on Sunday

Watch on local channel 13/18
¢ Sunday at 9am (LIVE)
¢ Monday at 8pm
o Tuesday at 11am

Pastor Steve Frentz
PastorFrentz@hotmail.com
Home 651-448-8561

Cell 630-846-1909

Office hours: Wed 9am-12pm

Secretary: Michelle Roberson
bethanylc4@hotmail.com
Office 651-345-2424

Cell 507-259-3919

Office hours:
Monday-Thursday 8am-1pm

Please watch our weekly
bulletin for changes.

Send an email to
BLCPrayerChain@hotmail.com
to join!

Missouri Synod
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Happy Anniversary: Jeff & dueg Holmstadt ~ May 5

Happy Birthday in May
Nick Hough 5™

Ean Anderson 6™
Nancy Banks 7'
Barry Thompson 8™
Matthew Frentz 9™
Karen Fiege 11t
Joe Anderson 12
Kay Hanson 16™
Marietta Lee 16™
Henry Dison 17™
Pete Holmstadt 17
Joyce Meier 17™
Ken Meyer 23
Kylee Burr 25™
Susan Bauch 26™
Lee Edwards 26™
Sue Holmstadt 26™
Madelyn Selvig 26
Dale Lucas 28™

Please Note a calendar
change. There will be
no Bible study on
Wednesday May 29t

There are forms in the Narthex to contribute
for Pentecost flowers.
Pentecost is on May 19t" 2024. Afterwards the
flowers will be planted outside the church.

The envelopes for offerings are located on the back table in
the narthex. Please make sure you put your name on them.

Wednesday June 19" 7:00pm Next Council meeting
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Daly Saturday May 18t Monday May 27

The Office will be closed on Memorial Day, Monday May 27% 2024

A PRAYER FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Thank you, Lord, for the men and women of our armed forces.
Protect them as they protect us.
Defend them as they defend us.
Encourage and strengthen their spirit, soul and body
in the execution of their duties and responsibilities.
Fill them with Your saving grace and the Gospel of peace
that they may be shining witnesses of Your love.
In Jesus Name We Pray. Amen.

Staff Sargent Nate Jasso
Sargent Katherine Danckwart
Master Sargent Chris Holmstadt
1st Class Petty Officer AG 1 Timothy Spears

Please join us on Sunday June 24 at 9:00am
To honor our 2024 Graduates

Natalie Anderson
Thomas Brand
Matthew Frentz

Madelyn Roberson
Chloe Solum



TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF

ELDERS
Pastor's Salary/Housing 55%
Pastor's Mileage 100% 50/50
Pastor's Benefits 100% 50/50

Organist's Salary ($ 65 Sunday )

Conference & Workshop
Guest Pastor ( $ 150)

Worship Supplies/Music/Postage

Secretary Annual Salary
Social Security/Medicare
Accounting Services

TOTAL

DISCIPLESHIP
Operating Expense
Central Mission
General Mission
Adopt a Student
Scholarship
Local Missions

TOTAL

EDUCATION
Children's Education
Adult Education
Missions

TOTAL
TRUSTEES

Utilities

Church Supplies/Maintenance
Cleaning Service

Office Equipment/Maintenance
Insurance/Work-Comp

Capital Improvements

Rental Property Tax & Maintenance

TOTAL
MISCELLANEQUS
CEMETERY

TOTAL
BALANCE ON HAND

Sheet1

$11,496.44

Page 1

March

$3,520.00
$0.00
$2,775.57
$455.00
$0.00
$0.00
$588.50
$1,342.00
$137.47
$37.50

$8,856.04

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$-00

$54.50
$0.00

$0.00
$54.50

$1,013.22
$864.21
$1,630.00
$346.52
$972.08
$0.00
$185.79

$4,881.82
$142.08

$0.00

$13.934.44

Year-to-Date

$10,560.00
$0.00
$8,326.71
$1,040.00
$0.00
$0.00
$960.57
$4,026.00
$387.55

$112.50

$25,413.33

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

$54.50
$52.86

$0.00
$107.36

$2,665.02
$1,371.21
$2,210.00
$754.56
$2,916.24
$0.00

3.840.47

$13,757.50
$305.45

$0.00

39,583.64

2024 Budget

$42,240.00
$4,000.00
$33,000.00
$3,900.00
$1,200.00
$900.00
$2,500.00
$16,104.00
$1,380.00
$1.000.00

$106,224.00

$500.00
$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$500.00
$500.00

$0.00
$11,500.00

$2,000.00
$500.00
$0.00

$2,500.00

$15,000.00
$5,000.00
$11,000.00
$4,500.00
$9,000.00
$10,000.00
$11,000.00

$65,500.00
$2,500.00

$0.00

$188,224.00
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY-MARCH 2024] THE OSIROS NEWSLETTER

MINISTRY MOMENTS

LuTiEraN
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"So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ." (Romans 10:17)

EMBRACE THE NEW YEAR-THINK POSSIBLE...

But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.” (Matthew 19:26) 5

In the hustle and bustle of life's demands, we often find ourselves juggling various responsibilitiesand
commitments. Sometimes, despite our best efforts, it feels like we're barely keeping up. Yet, in moments of
doubt and uncertainty, we are reminded of the words of Jesus - “but with God all things are possible.”
Perhaps you've found yourself taking on additional responsibilities or even facing new challenges like me.

It's easy to feel overwhelmed or anxious. Remember that God is with us every step of the way, guiding us
through the twists and turns of life's journey. g ‘ . 3

As we embrace this new year, let us lean on God's promise of possibility. Trust in His unfailing love and
wisdom, knowing He can turn our impossibilities into opportunities for growth and blessing. May we
approach each day with faith and courage, believing every day that all things are possible with God and that
we can keep thinking POSSIBLE. ‘ : ‘



Contact Information

Shara.0siro@icms.org
P.0. Box 22 / Karen, 00502
Kenya

bt s ot ot it

Prayers & Praise
* Pray for God's strength and

guidance as Michael and I serve
in Africa.

* Pray for the Alliance & LCMS
missionaries serving through
LCMS International Mission.

* Pray for the Payne family as
they begin their service in
Tanzania.

® Thank the Lord for the visitors
and volunteers to the Africa
region.

® Praise God for all of YOU and
the love & support that you
give to me and Michael. ‘

To support the work of Shara Osiro
Give online at:
hittps://missioncentral.us/missions/all-
: missionaries/
YOU CAN SEND GIFTS TO:
Wission Central / 40718 Highﬁayﬂ&/ Mapleton, |
i IA 51034
"-;'U-R"" |
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod / P.0.Box
§6861 / St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Please write in the memo line:
*0SIRO AFRICA SUPPORT"

UPDATES FROM THE FIELD:

ACTIVITIES ACROSS THE REGION...

The year burst into action with a flurry of activities. From February through the end of August, I am
taking on additional responsibilities while our regional director embarks on a study leave. Alongside
my colleague Britt Odemba, we continue to serve as our region's volunteer coordinators, a task we
embrace with unwavering enthusiasm and dedication despite the whirlwind of tasks. Across the
continent, theological educators have been busy imparting knowledge in seminaries and training
centers in Madagascar, Uganda, and Tanzania. Among the highlights in January was hosting the
second in-person course for the Concordia Seminary St. Louis Masters online program in our field
office. Dr. Peter Nafzger led an enriching one-week intensive on preaching, complemented by a
workshop tailored for local Kenya Lutheran pastors. Witnessing the camaraderie among students
during face-to-face interactions was truly heartwarming.

Immediately following the class, we welcomed a new missionary family, the Paynes. Following their
arrival, they underwent a week of field orientation in Kenya before embarking on their journey to
Tanzania for language acquisition. Rev. Bryan and Deaconess Keah Payne will serve at the newly
established seminary in Shinyanga. We look forward to them getting settled into life and ministry
there.

AGRICULTURAL CONSULTANCY IN SIERRA LEONE...

I traveled to Sierra Leone in February to lead the Agricultural consultancy team. The Agricultural
consultancy team has mainly served in East Africa for the past 12-plus years. The main focus of the
Agricultural Consultancy team is to share the love of our Lord Jesus Christ with our brothers and
sisters in Christ through teaching and encouraging church leaders and church members to adopt
sustainable agricultural practices and management of their resources, thereby bringing the blessing
of helping them and their neighbors to improve and protect their property and business. Through
face-to-face contact in villages, the Ag consultancy teams train people to better manage their crop
production, protect and improve their soils, practice improved storage and marketing of crops, and
work together in harmony as our Lord desires. This team to Sierra Leone consisted of veteran
missionaries Ralph and Sharon Von Qualen and Gwen Zagore.

Our time in Sierra Leone was filled with opportunities to deepen our understanding of the Lutheran
Church and its current agricultural methods. Throughout our visits to various regions and the
seminary, the team taught about Management of the Harvest and Soil Fertility, Wise Management,
and How to Start a Small Business. We gained insights into local agricultural practices during a
visit to a cassava farm and the Ag. consultants were able to advise on how to stop the spread of
disease in the plants. The team also made a great connection with the dean of the School of
Agriculture and Food Science at Njala University. He will be a good resource for the church as they
put into practice some of the techniques that were shared.

VISITORS TO AFRICA...

In March, we welcomed several visitors to the region. Mr. Zach Schnare from the Mission
Advancement office at the International Center was a first-time visitor to Africa. His itinerary
included visits to various ministries and the seminary in Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, and Ghana,
as well as attending our regional retreat. These visits are instrumental in providing mission
advancement representatives with firsthand insights into the ministries and projects in the Africa
region, enhancing their ability to advocate on our behalf. Additionally, we were delighted to host
Rev. Heder Piepe Gumz, the Vice President of Missionary Expansion for our partner church in
Brazil, Igreja Evangélica Luterana do Brasil (The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil). He met
with Alliance missionaries serving in Ethiopia, Kenya, and South Africa. This afforded him a
firsthand look into their ministries and an opportunity to visit our Africa field office and engage in
discussions about our collaborative efforts. His visit fostered mutual appreciation and
encouragement, strengthening our relationship. It is a blessing for us to serve as part of God's
mission and to share His mission with you.

Together (n Cheist...Shara & Michael



St. Peter's News

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

28961 365th St. Goodhue, MN 55027

g 33‘:;
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Pastor Steven Frentz -
Office: 651-923-4438 .

PastorFrentz@hotmail.com - H: 651-448-8561

- C: 630-846-1909

Email: stpeter@sleepyeyetel.net
Tara Marklevits, Secretary - Tarakehren@hotmail.com -

651-329-0159

Prayer Chain Email: BLCPrayerChain@hotmail.com

May Worship Assistants

Altar Care: LeAnn Bollum & Elaine Burfeind
Elder: Brock Marklevits

Remember in Prayer..

/?3;\ Ple eep in vour pravers: /?3;\
Barb Hinck, Ashley Sexton,

Meryl & Lois Watson, John Diercks,
Julie Marklevits,
Craig Bollum and Arlis Brinkman

Those w. re baptized:
Violet Aurelia Wise the daughter
of Tanisha & Josh Wise

Council will meet on May 6th at 7PM. Let our
council member know if you have a topic for
discussion. Jonathan Huneke, Kevin Paradis,
Brock Marklevits, Paul Burfeind, Arlan Betcher,
Tony Betcher and Roger Benrud.

2024 Quarterly Meetings

Council has approved the following quarterly
meeting dates for the 2024 year:
July 21 and October 20.

10:30AM Sunday Worship
(year round, unless noted)

Joint Parish Worship

Our joint parish summer worship service will
be at St. Peter’s on July 14th at 10:30am with a
potluck to follow. Worship and potluck will be
outside weather permitting.

Thank you!

The Mary Martha Food Shelf collection totaled
$910.00, what a great gift that will be matched
by the Five for Food Community Group. Thank
you to those who donated!

Donuts for Campershins
Save the date!

On Mother’s Day, May 12th we'll
have donuts and refreshments
to enjoy after worship in the
church basement. Free will do-
nation will go toward the cost
of our youth attending camp
this summer. Please let Tara, our
church secretary, know if your
child(ren) will be attending camp
this summer, so donations are
disbursed evenly.




Youth Information

Sunday School Schedule

9:30AM Sunday School
PreK through 8th grades

Our last day of Sunday School for
the 2023-2024 year is May 19th.

Acolyte Schedule
May 5: Clara Benrud
May 12: Ayva Marklevits
May 19: Madeline Kehren
May 26: Chris Hansen

Youth Group - 6-12th Graders

Our last youth group meet of the school year in
the month of May is to be determined so stay
tuned! This will include a year end picnic.

g e
T [
S ) 5

VacationBible School

St. Peter’s will be hosting VBS with Camp Omega
staff running the weekly program from July 14-
19, 2024, VBS will run from 9:00-3:30PM Mon-
Thurs for 1st-6th graders and 9:00-11:30am
for 4yr Old Prek & Kindergartners (grade your
child will be going into). On Friday, July 19th
all grades will attend from 9:00-11:30AM with a
potluck & closing program for families to watch
at 11:30AM. Parent volunteers will be needed
to provide meals/snacks & help out each day.
A sign up link has been emailed to those who
attended last year. All are welcome, so please
spread the word! Contact Tara Marklevits with
any questions or if you can help out.

May 20: Dana & Terri Ryan,
Jim & Tera Hansen
May 24: Wayne & Brittany Thomforde
May 27: Jonathan & Tanya Huneke
May 28: Curt & Vonnie Bollum

Missions /)

St. Peter’s mission contribu- S

tion goal for the 2024 year is

$12,000. As of March 31, 2024

we have donated $2,860.00 to various missions.

If you wish to donate write “missions” on your
donation check memo line.

ONLINEgcingy
d d=

We offer the option to give recurring gifts on-
line through First Farmers & Merchants Bank.
Contact our church treasurer, Tony Betcher to
set this up.

(:Colfirmation

Congratulations
to St. Peter’s 8th
grader, Madeline
Kehren who was
confirmed on
March 24th.

Birthdays in May

May 5: Tyler Rankin
May 6: Brock Marklevits
May 9: Matthew Frentz
May 12: Sean Tupper

May 13: Heidi Roberson
Tammy Thaldorf
Trent Stemmann

May 20: Angie Dicke

May 22: Duane Kohrs
Ellen Schafer

May 23: Ray Kehren

May 25: Wendy Meyer
Craig Thomforde

May 26: Madeline Kehren
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